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states into a cohesive nation. Thus symbolically a Labour
Government early abolished the state postage stamps and
created a Commomvealth stamp, established compulsory
military training on the Swiss model, and prior to 1914
played a part in creating a naval squadron, owned, manned,
and controlled by the Commonwealth.7 In the period be-
tween the wars (1918-39), it had a confused and indecisive
foreign policy; the ideas of the various Labour groups ranged
widely from ardent support of a world collective security to
forms of national isolationism. But despite indecision, the
then official leaders of Labour were anxious to pursue a
policy that would recognize the paramountcy of Australia's
interests as a nation, although with few exceptions they were
not deeply interested in the constitutional symbols of national
status, which then so much exercised political leaders hi
Canada and South Africa. The Labour party acquiesced
in Australia's refusal at the outset to ratify the Statute of
Westminster. Its members, like most other Australians, felt
that no important interests of the Commonwealth were served
by an emphasis on national status, although in the Second
World War a Labour Government ratified the Statute because
administrative and other difficulties had arisen which could
thus be removed.
For a generation the ultimate ideological goal of the party,
as distinct from immediate objectives, has been socialism by
gradual reform. From the beginning the humanitarian and
socialist ideas have been derived mainly from writers of
England and America, and consistently reflect the change of
fashions in the socialist doctrines of the older English-speaking
countries. In the eighties and nineties the early Australian
Labour leaders, under the influence of Alfred Russell Wallace
and Henry George, advocated land nationalization. Shortly
after its appearance in America, Henry George's Progress
and Poverty was reprinted in a Sydney daily, and during his
Australian lecture tour in 1890 George was everywhere
acclaimed as a world benefactor.8 In the later nineties and
opening years of the present century there was added the
7But the Opposition also claimed credit. See L. F. Fitzhardinge and others,
Notion Buying in Australia, 94.
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